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Anyway, moving on to practicalities, if you start SPSS (post version 10) you will immediately be  

presented with a ‘helpful’ window like Figure 3.9. If you are using pre-10 versions, you will get a 

blank Data Editor window. The specific details of the window change according to the whims of the 

software designers it seems. However, in the version I have, you will need to look at the left of the 

window. Here you’ll get an option to start a ‘New File’, or lower down open a ‘Recent File’. What 

I would do here if I wanted to start from scratch is click on ‘New Dataset’ which should appear 

somewhere in the top-left part of the window. That should open a blank data file. If you want to 

open an existing file, look a little lower to the list of ‘Recent Files’, and click the one you want. If 

it is not there, simply select ‘Open another file’ and click on ‘OK’, which should bring up the usual 

Windows file browser. 

The Data Editor Window

The Data Editor window, confusingly, has two different views, which are called the Data View and 

Variable View. This was a major change with version 10 which completely confused me and lots 

of other smarter people. But let’s not go into that as it was a bit embarrassing. Figure 3.10 shows 

the Data Editor window, and also the two small tabs down at the bottom left which you can use to 

switch between the Data View and Variable View (they look a little bit like the worksheet tabs in 

Excel). The white tab shows which view you are in. The Data View is the view you use actually to 

enter the data, and the Variable View is the view you use to define the variables. I will cover both 

of these shortly.

think it over 3.11

We keep using this word variable. We are now talking about defining them. What do we mean when we 

say define your variables? Is it define them in the mathematical sense of integers, decimals, complex 

numbers, etc.?
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